
Program Details Program Details Program Details    
Fees:* 
Field trips: $5 per visitor; max 45 students for each  
1.5 hour program and $10 per visitor for each 3 hour  
program. 
Outreach: Max 5 classes of 25 students.  $150 for first 
class, $100 for additional classes during the same day. 
 

Length and Setting: 
Field trips: Each program is approximately 1.5 hours 
long.  Choose up to 2 programs for your field trip.  All 
programs have an outdoor component except in  
extreme weather. 
Outreach: Each program is approximately 45 minutes 
long.  Choose 1 program that can be repeated up to 5 
times.  Outdoor activities dependant on school setting 
and weather.   
 

More Information: 
9 Pre and post activity packets are included for   

programs upon request. 
9 All programs include hands-on, multidisciplinary 

activities that encourage classroom connections. 
9 All programs are correlated to the New Jersey Core 

Curriculum Content Standards. 
9 Work with Center Staff to tailor programs to your 

needs and the ability level of your students. 
9 Pre-registration and advance payment required 

for all programs. 
9 Cancellations must be made in writing 10 business 

days prior to your visit date or you will be billed for 
50% of your program fee. 

9 At least 1 adult chaperone per 10 students is     
required.  Kindergarten classes must have 1 adult 
chaperone per 6 students. 

9 To best enjoy your trip please remember to dress 
for the weather and wet conditions at the Center.  
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The Board of Chosen Freeholders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~  Putting Essex County First  ~   

Outreach ProgramsOutreach ProgramsOutreach Programs   
For PKFor PKFor PK———888   

Need a guest speaker to shake things up? 
 The Essex County Environmental Center will be glad to 

help!  We use our field trip programs to create an  
interactive learning experience right in your classroom, 
library or recreation center!  With hands-on activities, 
lively games, and discussion we make the curriculum 

come alive. All activities vary according to grade level.  
 

4R’s & You     
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink!    
Play our Litter-Bits or Trash-Time-Line game, learn 
how to properly sort your trash, and figure out your 
town’s solid waste load, in this exciting and hands-on 
lesson about what happens to our waste. 45 minutes 
NJCCCS: 4.3A-C; 4.5B,E,F; 5.2A; 5.3D 5.4A,C; 
5.5A; 5.6B; 5.10B; 6.2A,B; 6.4L; 6.5A-B; 6.6D-E 
 

Amazing Water   
Learn what makes water so special by conducting lab 
experiments and investigating the water cycle and the 
states of water.  Get up and move around with our fun 
and interactive games and activities. 45 minutes 
NJCCCS: 2.1A,D; 5.1A-C; 5.3A-B; 5.4B-C; 5.7B; 
5.8A-C; 5.10A-B 
 

Go with the ‘Energy’ Flow         
Energy is everywhere in nature.  Investigate the food 
web and how energy flows through the trophic levels of 
producers, consumers and decomposers.  Play games 
that demonstrate an individual species relationship with 
their environment.   45 minutes 
NJCCCS: 3.3A-C; 3.4A-B; 5.5A-B; 5.10A-B; 6.6E 
 

Seasonal Discovery           
Choose your season of interest and discover how plants 
and animals change to survive the extremes we endure 
here in New Jersey.  Learn how nature gives us clues 
when the seasons are changing and use natural  
materials to investigate animal adaptations. 45 minutes 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A; 4.4C; 4.5B; 5.5A-C; 
5.7A; 5.8B; 5.9A; 5.10A-B; 6.6C,E 
 

‘Bright Green Futures’ Assembly Program 
Many people work for the environment-taking care of 
plants, animals, and the earth. Students will dress up as 
scientists, biologists, archeologists, landscape designers, 
beekeepers, herpetologists, and more while we explain 
what these jobs involve and why they are so important. 
NJCCCS: 3.4A,B; 5.2A,B; 9.1A  
 

TTTOOO   RRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER   

Call today to set up your field 
trip or outreach program. 

 

9 Contact us with your name, school name, 
grade or ability level, number of students, 
topic, times and requested dates. 

9 You will receive a follow-up phone call, 
confirmation packet and our “Field Trip 
Tool Kit” with everything you need to 
know for your trip! 

 

    973.228.8776 

Every month of the year, families 
and children of all ages can learn 
something new about nature at the 
Environmental Center—right in their 
own Essex County back yard.  We 
are never too young to learn how to 
protect our world—so sign up and 
join us for an environmental  
adventure. 
    - Joe D. 

The Essex County Environmental Center is a facility of 
the Essex County Parks System and is located in West 
Essex Park.  The immediate grounds include over 1 mile 
of trails, a boardwalk, and a wooded wetland habitat 
with access to the Upper Passaic River.   

 

Since our opening in May 2005, we have been  
documenting the local flora and fauna found on our 
site.  We have found raccoons, painted turtles, clams, 
crayfish, river otter, deer, turkey, coyote, salamanders, 
green frog,    garter snake, screech owl, barred owl,  
mushrooms, milkweed, spicebush, asters, oaks, maples, 
cedars, pines, beech, birch and more! 



4R’s & You       All Grades  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink!    
Play our Trash Time Line game, learn how to fig-
ure out your town’s solid waste load, learn how to 
properly sort your garbage, make paper and take 
a hike!  Activities depend on grade level.  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 4.3A-C; 4.5B,E,F; 5.2A; 5.3D 
5.4A,C; 5.5A; 5.6B; 5.10B; 6.2A,B; 6.4L; 6.5A-
B; 6.6D-E 
 
Seasonal Discovery          Grades PK to 2 
Fall Discovery (Sept.—Nov.)   
Witness the changes the autumn season  br ings .  
Students will learn how plants  and animals are 
making preparations  for winter.  Topics will 
include seed dispersal, food caches, leaf color and 
hibernation.  1.5 hours 
 
Winter Discovery (Dec.—Feb.) 
Through indoor and outdoor activities students 
investigate animal adaptations and behavior dur-
ing the  winter. Identify animal tracks and become 
snow scientists as we learn about the winter world.  
1.5 hours 
 
Spring Discovery (March—June) 
Search for changes taking place as nature gets 
ready for another growing season.  Investigate the 
frog pond, migrate with the monarchs and look for 
signs of  spring.  1.5 hours 
 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A; 4.4C; 4.5B; 5.5A-
C; 5.7A; 5.8B; 5.9A; 5.10A-B; 6.6C,E 
 
Sensory Survival           Grades PK to 2 
Use all of your senses to explore how plants and 
animals survive in the wild.  Investigate how life 
cycles and food webs determine how plants and  
animals adapt to their surroundings.  Camouflage, 
seed dispersal and habitat all play a role in our 
survival.  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A; 4.4C; 4.5B; 5.5A-
C; 5.7A-B; 5.8A,B; 5.9A; 5.10A; 6.6E 

Hatchet Scavenger Hunt          Grades 4 to 8 
Students work together to complete challenges and use 
maps, compasses and clues based on the book Hatchet 
by Gary Paulsen to find natural  treasures along our 
trail system.  Through this dynamic scavenger hunt stu-
dents will encounter all sorts of obstacles that eventually 
lead to their rescue!  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A,D, 5.1A-C; 5.3B; 5.4A,C; 5.8D; 
6.1A, 6.6A,E 
 
Uncover & Discover      Grades 4 to 8 
This ‘wild’ hike on our trails will get you excited about 
the wildlife in West Essex Park.  Dig holes, flip logs and 
sift mud to uncover and discover who really lives here.  
We’ll get a closer look with magnifying glasses,          
binoculars and microscopes!  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A,D; 4.4A,C; 5.1B-C; 
5.4A-B; 5.5A-C; 5.7A-B; 5.8B; 5.9A; 5.10A-B; 6.1A; 
6.6C-E 
  
Frog Pond Science       Grades 4 to 8 
Use the tools of the scientist to explore the depths of our 
‘famous’ frog pond.  Using nets, microscopes, hand 
lenses, and chemical tests you will complete our “Pond 
Inventory” and discover what lives in the pond as well 
as the health of the pond.  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 3.5A; 4.2A,D; 4.4A,C; 5.1B-C; 
5.4A-B; 5.5A-C; 5.7A-B; 5.8B; 5.9A; 5.10A-B; 6.1A; 
6.6C-E 
 
Birds and Their Habitat        Grades 4 & Up 
Find and identify hand-painted wooden birds on our 
‘Bird Lane’ trail by using binoculars and field guides, as 
well as learn to use descriptive language when observ-
ing wildlife. This class gives way to discussions on bird 
populations, habitats, nesting, and survival techniques. 
In addition, human impacts on bird populations and 
how birds act as indicators of a healthy environment 
will be discussed.   1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.3A, 3.4A, 5.1A, 5.5A&B, 5.10A&B, 6.6E 

 
Passaic River Studies   Grades 6 & Up 
Take a journey through the Passaic River system.   
Students analyze soils, aquatic life and water quality 
of this Urban River through hands-on field and lab  
experiences.  The  history and human impacts of the 
Passaic River will be studied as well.  3 hours only 
NJCCCS: 2.1A,D; 2.5A,D; 3.5A; 5.1B-C; 5.3D; 
5.4B-C; 5.6A; 5.8B; 5.10A; 6.6E 
 
Lenape Living History Camp* 
Grades K to 12          
Available March through October  
Take a trip back to the 1600’s, learn the history of the 
NJ Native People, and participate in many native life 
skills such as fire by friction, rope and cordage making, 
and atlatl dart practice. Attention is paid to the roles 
of family members in this society and how they lived 
with nature in food gathering practices, making cloth-
ing, building shelter, etc. Your tour is led by Traditional 
Earth Skills presenter and former Waterloo Village 
interpreter Mike Dennis. NOTE: Dress for the weather 
as class is entirely outdoors. 1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 5.1A; 5.4A,C; 5.5A-B; 6.1A; 6.4A,B,D; 
6.5A; 6.6E   0A-B; 6.6A-E 
 
Native New Jersey Crafts*  
Grades K-12 Available All Year 
Discover how New Jersey’s native people crafted ob-
jects for everyday use. Participants will become ar-
chaeologists as they uncover and analyze artifacts in 
an attempt to reconstruct aspects of NJ Indian Life 
and Culture.  This interpretive journey will allow par-
ticipants to identify the similarities and differences 
between their culture and ours and create a clay pot, 
medicine bag or natural dye bracelet (teacher’s 
choice). Material fees apply; inquire within. 1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.4A; 5.1A; 5.4A,C; 5.5A-B; 6.1A; 6.4A,B,D; 
6.5A; 6.6E   0A-B; 6.6A-E 

 
*The Lenape Living History Camp and Native New 

Jersey Crafts programs can be booked as companion 
programs or as stand-alone programs. 

 

Our Naturalists can work with 
you to design programs to fit 

your needs.    

All programs can be adapted to 
any age and ability level.   

Mighty Migrations       
Monarch Butterflies      Grades 1 to 4 
Become a Monarch and migrate to ‘Mexico’. Discover 
how their lifecycle and unique habitat needs have cre-
ated conservation efforts in the United States and Mex-
ico.  1.5 hours 
 

NJ: A Flyway for Birds         Grades 3 to 5 
Did you know that New Jersey is one of the most impor-
tant migratory stops for hundreds  of species of birds?  
Learn what makes New Jersey special in the journey of 
bird migration.  1.5 hours 
 
NJCCCS: 3.1C,G; 3.3A-C; 3.4A-B; 4.1A; 5.5A; 
5.10A-B; 6.6E 
 

What’s That, Habitat?     Grades 3 to 8 
Discovering Wetlands 
What do wetlands do for us?  Why are they so impor-
tant?  Through lab, field and classroom activities stu-
dents will investigate the  value of wetlands in NJ and 
what we can do to protect them.  1.5 hours 
 

Discovering the Passaic 
The Passaic River is an important habitat running 
though 17 of our 22 municipalities. Learn the significance 
of watersheds and investigate how water can be pol-
luted and cleaned through natural processes. 1.5 hours      
 

Discovering Forests 
Explore the wonders of trees and forest habitats in this 
interactive program. Learn about how trees function, 
tree identification and the importance of forests and 
forest products in our lives.  1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.3A-C; 3.4A-B; 5.1A-B; 5.5A-B; 5.10A; 
6.6E 
 

Nature Journaling                 Grades  3 & Up 
Take a journey through the Center’s varied habitats. 
Frogs in the pond, butterflies in the garden, dragonflies 
at the river, birds building nests in the forest—we’ll find 
many natural subjects to study and sketch. 1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.1H; 3.2B, 3.5A,B; 4.4A,C; 5.3C; 5.5A-C; 
5.1    
 

Go with the ‘Energy’ Flow        Grades 4 to 8 
Energy is everywhere in nature.  Investigate the food 
web and how energy flows through the trophic levels of 
producers, consumers and decomposers.  Play games 
that demonstrate an individual species relationship with 
their environment.   1.5 hours 
NJCCCS: 3.3A-C; 3.4A-B; 4.1A; 5.3A; 5.5A; 5.10A-B; 6.6E 
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