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ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO ANNOUNCES $2.5 MILLION 
IN SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL COSTS WILL BE SAVED 
WITH NEW, FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT
County Executive, ECUA and Port Authority Work Cooperatively
 to Reduce Costs to 22 Essex County Municipalities
 

Newark, NJ – Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. and the Essex County Utilities Authority announced on Wednesday, January 13th that Essex County’s 22 municipalities will save about $2.5 million in 2010 “tipping fees” thanks to a newly negotiated solid waste disposal contract with the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey. The savings are the result of a new five-year contract in which Essex County municipalities will continue to send their solid waste to the Essex County Resource Recovery Facility in Newark.

 

“With our previous solid waste disposal contract expiring at the end of 2009, we had a unique opportunity to negotiate lower rates that translate into savings for our municipalities. Given the economic challenges all levels of government currently are facing and the way fixed costs continue to rise, these savings provide significant financial relief in the operating budgets of our towns,” DiVincenzo said. “We are pleased with the way the ECUA and Port Authority handled the negotiations to reach a compromise that results in a great deal for our residents,” he added.

 

Essex County municipalities pay a solid waste disposal fee, or “tipping fee,” to dispose of their municipal garbage at the Essex County Resource Recovery Facility in Newark, which is owned by the Port Authority. The last contract was for 10 years and set the tipping fees for 2009 at $88.86 per ton. The new, five-year contract for 2010-2014 reduces the tipping fee for 2010 at $82.11 per ton for a savings of $6.75 per ton.

 

According to an analysis of the solid waste tonnage and tipping fees paid by individual municipalities, the ECUA projects a total of $2,510,257.44 will be saved in tipping fees in 2010. The ECUA also projects that savings will continue for the four subsequent years of the new contract (2011-2014) because the tipping fees will remain lower than the 2009 rate. 

 

The anticipated savings for 2010 are as follows:

 

	Anticipated Annualized Savings for 2010

	Municipality
	Anticipated 2010 Savings

	Belleville
	$116,986.38

	Bloomfield
	$121,269.96

	Caldwell
	$36,526.39

	Cedar Grove
	$56,247.49

	East Orange
	$205,750.96

	Essex Fells
	$16,048.98

	Fairfield
	$29,900.56

	Glen Ridge
	$31,590.31

	Irvington
	$190,703.41

	Livingston
	$112,061.08

	Maplewood
	$66,662.20

	Millburn
	$48,373.90

	Montclair
	$101,811.46

	Newark
	$873,464.48

	North Caldwell
	$19,097.25

	Nutley
	$119,762.58

	Orange
	$86,108.63

	Roseland
	$22,353.95

	South Orange
	$19,778.74

	Verona
	$40,305.64

	West Caldwell
	$47,640.25

	West Orange
	$147,812.84

	Total
	$2,510,257.44


 

In addition, the old contract assigned each municipality with minimum and maximum amounts of garbage they were required to bring to the ECRRF. The minimum and maximum tonnage amounts and a $7.00 per ton fee charged to municipalities that exceeded their tonnage limit was eliminated in the new contract. This means municipalities will only be charged for what they bring to the ECRRF.

 

