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ESSEX COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIVINCENZO ANNOUNCES PROPOSAL 
TO NAME THE ESSEX COUNTY CRIME SCENE UNIT AS THE 
“ESSEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR PAULA T. DOW CRIME SCENE UNIT” 
 
Newark, NJ – On Wednesday, January 20th, Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. announced a proposal to name the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office Crime Scene Unit in Orange as the “Essex County Prosecutor Paula T. Dow Crime Scene Unit” in honor of the former Essex County Prosecutor. Dow, who is credited with rejuvenating the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office during her seven-year tenure from 2003 to 2010, has been nominated as NJ Attorney General by Governor Chris Christie.

 

“The Essex County Prosecutor’s Office handles approximately one-third of all criminal prosecutions in the State and in her seven years as Essex County Prosecutor, Paula Dow did a remarkable job transforming the Prosecutor’s office into a more efficient and effective operation,” DiVincenzo said. “As a result of Prosecutor Dow’s leadership, office morale is better, communication between law enforcement agencies has improved and advancements have been made in the County’s ability to address criminal matters and solve court cases,” he added.

 

Dow restored stability to the Prosecutor’s Office that had been under the leadership of an acting director for half of the 14 years prior to her taking office in 2003. As Prosecutor, she improved every aspect of the operation and made the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office a model for the State.  She advocated for new, functional office space so the Homicide and Crime Scene Investigation Units could more effectively handle investigations and implemented the first-ever salary schedule for Assistant Prosecutors, which has kept more qualified personnel in Essex County. The new office space and modern equipment were acquired using forfeiture funds, proceeds gained from criminal acts. The funds provide the justice system and law enforcement agencies with additional resources needed to work effectively without burdening taxpayers.

	
	


 
Modern Facilities Increase Productivity
 

DiVincenzo and Dow worked cooperatively to create office space for the Prosecutor’s Homicide Squad on the fourth floor of the Essex County Veterans Courthouse. Completed in 2008, the improvements addressed overcrowding in the Prosecutor’s third floor offices and provided the Homicide Squad with modern and functional space to conduct its investigations with more efficiency and effectiveness.

 

The Homicide Unit occupies 7,500 square feet on the fourth floor of the Essex County Veterans Courthouse previously used as the Petit Jury Waiting Room. The new suite provides office space for Assistant Prosecutors, Homicide Detectives, paralegals and secretaries. There are conference and interrogation rooms, a reception area, and secure rooms to store evidence and records. New furniture, lighting, carpeting, air conditioning and ventilation systems were installed to provide comfortable and clean working conditions. The fourth-floor improvements were funded with $1.6 million from Essex County Prosecutor’s Law Enforcement Trust Fund and $840,000 from the Essex County Capital Budget. The Law Enforcement Trust Fund, more commonly known as Forfeiture Funds, permits the Prosecutor’s Office to use proceeds confiscated during arrests to make capital improvements or equipment purchases to enhance law enforcement.

 

In October 2006, the new, state-of-the-art Crime Scene Investigation facility in Orange opened, providing a more suitable environment for the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office to efficiently and professionally process evidence. It has greatly improved the ability of the Prosecutor’s Office to obtain convictions and put criminals behind bars.

 

The 17,000-square-foot facility was completely remodeled into a modern CSU Investigation facility. A garage bay was outfitted with a vehicle lift to allow CSU personnel to conduct complete and thorough inspections and collect evidence from automobiles impounded as evidence during criminal investigations. A forensic processing room, digital photo processing room, drying chamber room and safe and secure rooms to store evidence were built. The second floor of the building was refurbished to accommodate offices and a conference room. In addition, new heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems, exterior lighting and fencing, and a modern security system were installed. 

 

A high-tech computer system networks the Essex County CSU with other law enforcement agencies and provides access to the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) and 3-D Animated Crime Scene Sketch and Reconstruction Software to enable the CSU to visually reconstruct crime scenes. Other equipment includes six fully-stocked crime scene vehicles with digital cameras, portable lighting systems, Sirchie alternate light systems, laser measuring devices, portable generators, Scene Guard kits and portable dollies. 

 

This $2.5 million facility was funded with money from the Prosecutor’s Seized Asset Account. 

 

Retained Experienced Personnel 
 
In July 2004, the first-ever salary schedule, implementing steps and wages for Assistant Prosecutors that was based on experience and performance, was implemented. When it went into effect on August 1, 2004, the increase translated into an additional $374,181 in salary expense for the remaining five months of 2004, but the money for the increases came from savings that Prosecutor Dow had achieved that year and did not affect that year’s County Budget.

 

The Prosecutor’s Office provides critical services to the citizens and crime victims in Essex County and for a long time the services had been adversely affected by the tremendous lack of funding. Each Essex County Assistant Prosecutor handles close to sixty (60) more cases than their counterparts in Camden County, yet made about $12,000 less than the statewide average. Because the pay scale for Assistant Prosecutors in Essex County was not competitive, attorneys left for better paying jobs. This lack of experienced Assistant Prosecutors had a negative impact on the Prosecutor’s ability to ensure that the crime victims and citizens of Essex County received the services available to citizens and victims in other counties. 

 

A dedication ceremony is being planned to recognize the contributions of Prosecutor Paula T. Dow. An ordinance for the naming will be listed on the Board of Chosen Freeholders’ agenda for review.

 
Prosecutor Dow, a law enforcement professional with an extensive background of over 30 years of experience, assumed the office of Essex County Prosecutor in 2003 after working in the United States Attorney’s Office-District of New Jersey for 10 years. She was Counsel to the U.S. Attorney and had previously worked in the Special Prosecutions Division and the Criminal Division. Prosecutor Dow also worked in the United States Attorney’s Office-Southern District of New York from 1987 to 1994, where she worked in the Civil Division. She earned her B.A. from Franklin and Marshall College in 1977, and her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1980. She has been admitted to the Bars of New Jersey, New York and Texas; United States Supreme Court; Second and Fifth Circuit Courts of Appeals; United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, District of New Jersey, and Northern and Southern Districts of Texas. Dow is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association and the Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey Inc.
