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LEARN ABOUT BIRDS, WILDLIFE PRESERVATION, GARDENING, 

ECOSYSTEMS, WOODTURNING AND LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY 

AT THE ESSEX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER

 
Essex County Executive DiVincenzo Invites Children and Families 
to Expand their Understanding and Appreciation of the Environment
 
Roseland, NJ – A variety of programs are being offered at the Essex County Environmental Center during the month of June that will teach children and adults about nature and help them gain a greater appreciation and understanding of our environment. Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. invites children and adults to visit the Environmental Center where they can enjoy an enriching recreation experience through nature and conservation education.
 
“Our Environmental Center has become the premiere location for environmental education and nature appreciation. With the help of our partner groups, our dynamic schedule of events and activities will captivate all ages,” DiVincenzo said. “Walk in our woods, discover habitats, get pointers on gardening, learn about nature photography and much more. It’s all about nature and it’s all at our Environmental Center,” he added.
 
Events scheduled for June are as follows:
 
“Digital Photography II” will be presented by Essex County Nature Photographers. Nath Kaplan will expand on his first lecture about creating wonderful digital photos with Part II in the series. To become a member of the Essex County Nature Photographers Club, e-mail Gordon Emrich at gemrichjr@aol.com or stop by the Environmental Center for a brochure. Cost is $7 per adult and free for ECNP members. Digital Photography II will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Wednesday, June 4, 2008
Time:              7:30 p.m.   
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ             
 
“Essex County Senior Art Show” features the artwork of professional and non-professional senior citizen artists from Essex County. Visit the Center during this two-day exhibit and view the creations on display. For additional information and an application, please call Kate Hartwyk, Program Coordinator, Division of Cultural and Historic Affairs, at 973-873-9350. Admission is free. Senior Art Show will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Wednesday, June 4 and Thursday, June 5, 2008
Time:              11am to 4pm
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                             621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                             Roseland, NJ             
 
“Baby Shower for Wildlife” will be co-hosted by the Environmental Center and the South Mountain Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. This family-oriented program will teach participants about the important role of wildlife in maintaining a healthy ecosystem, introduce the basics of wildlife rehabilitation and lead the group in a bird house building workshop. To register or for more information, contact the South Mountain Rehabilitation Center at 973-885-2751 or info@southmountainwildlife.org or visit southmountainwildlife.org. Cost is $20 per family of four and $5 for each additional person. Baby Shower for Wildlife will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Saturday, June 7, 2008
Time:              10 am 
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ 
 
“National Trails Day” will be celebrated by the Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs on Sunday, June 8th. See who will receive this year’s Essex County Trail Keeper Award for outstanding volunteer service in and around Essex County’s reservations. After the awards program, carpool to a nearby location and enjoy a short hike in the Hatfield Swamp. This is a free program. National Trails Day Celebration will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Sunday, June 8, 2008
Time:              10 am 
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ 
 
“Deer-Proofing Your Garden” will feature Sandy Baker, President of the Monroe County Alliance for Wildlife Protection. Baker will present 5 strategies that can effectively deer-proof your garden. Learning about the behavior of white-tailed deer will better equip you to design a more deer-proof garden. Participants will receive a copy of the handbook “How to Deer-Proof Your Garden in 5 Easy Steps.” Baker will be available for consultation after the June 10th program. Call the Humane Society at 973-927-5611 to arrange an appointment. Cost is $7 per adult. Deer-Proofing Your Garden will be held as follows:
 
Dates & Times:         Tuesday, June 10, 2008 at 11 a.m.
OR Wednesday, June 11, 2008 at 7 p.m.    
Place:                         Essex County Environmental Center
                        Garibaldi Hall
                                                621A Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ             
 
“Hackensack Riverkeeper” will be presented by The West Essex Park Conservancy and Sierra Club. Hackensack RiverKeeper Captain Bill Sheehan will discuss the history and pollution of the Hackensack and Passaic Rivers, as well as the recovery, politics and wildlife of these vital watersheds. To become a member of the West Essex Park Conservancy, contact Ron Pate at ronpate31@verizon.net. Cost is $7 per adult and free for WEPC and Sierra Club members. Hackensack Riverkeeper will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Tuesday, June 10, 2008
Time:              7 p.m.   
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ             
 
“Birding Hike in Essex County South Mountain Reservation” will be presented by the New Jersey Audubon Society. Hikers will look for summer breeders and deep forest birds on the western slope of Essex County South Mountain Reservation. Bird songs may also be studied. Meet at Old Short Hills Park on Old Short Hills Road. This hike will be led by Andy Lamy. Contact the Sherman-Hoffman Sanctuary at 908-766-5787 for hike details and to register. Fee is $6 for NJAS members and $8 for non-members. Birding Hike will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Saturday, June 14, 2008
Time:              7:30 a.m.   
Place:             Old Short Hills Park
                                                Old Short Hills Road
                                                Millburn, NJ               
 
“Father’s Day Paddle” will enable participants to observe wildlife and natural settings during a four-hour canoe paddle along the Passaic River with West Essex Park Conservancy and Sierra Club members. The session is for experienced paddlers; children ages 14 and up must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Meet at the Canoe Shed next to Garibaldi Hall. Registration is required; e-mail Walt at goldenb1@optonline.net to register. Cost is $18 per seat. To become a member of the West Essex Park Conservancy, contact Ron Pate at ronpate31@verizon.net. Father’s Day Paddle will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Saturday, June 14, 2008
Time:              9 a.m.   
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                             Garibaldi Hall
  621A Eagle Rock Avenue
                                             Roseland, NJ             
 
“Birding Hike in Essex County Weequahic Park” will be presented by the New Jersey Audubon Society. Take this early summer tour to see breeding birds around the lake, including ducks and swans. Meet at the parking area near the east end of the lake, at the Empire Street entrance. This hike will be led by Dave Hall. Contact the Sherman-Hoffman Sanctuary at 908-766-5787 for hike details and to register. Cost is $6 for NJAS members and $8 for non-members. Birding Hike will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Thursday, June 19, 2008
Time:              9 a.m.   
Place:             Essex County Weequahic Park
                                                Empire Street
                                                Newark, NJ                
 
“Essex County Bioblitz” is a 24-hour program to identify and count the flora and fauna that call Essex County South Mountain Reservation home. Join the Environmental Center staff and the Rahway River Association for a full day of sampling and activities. Volunteer for a “team” or simply show up for the family day. For more information on how to volunteer, call the Environmental Center at 973-228-8776. This program is free. Essex County Bio-Blitz will be held as follows:
 
Dates and Times:      Friday, June 20, 2008 at 5 p.m.
                                    to Saturday, June 21, 2008 at 5 p.m.
Place:                         Essex County South Mountain Reservation
                                                Crest Drive
                                                Maplewood/Millburn, NJ                  
 
“Woodturning Demos and Show & Tell” will be hosted by the New Jersey Woodturners. Member Stan Lefkow will demonstrate his artistry in turning and piecing together fabulous bowls and vases. Stay for a show-and-tell session. To become a member of the NJ Woodturners, call Will Goldschmidt at welgo@ptd.net. Cost is $7 per adult and free for NJWA members. Woodturning Demos and Show & Tell will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Monday, June 23, 2008
Time:              7 p.m.   
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ             
 
“Birding Hike in the Hatfield Swamp” will be hosted by the New Jersey Audubon Society. This is one of the best places in Essex County to observe wildlife and breeding birds. Bring bug repellant and appropriate footwear as it may be wet in places. Meet in the parking lot of King’s Grocery in West Caldwell, near the corner of Bloomfield and Passaic Avenues. This hike will be led by Dave Hall. Contact the Sherman-Hoffman Sanctuary at 908-766-5787 for hike details and to register. Cost is $6 for NJAS members and $8 for non-members. Birding Hike will be held as follows: 
 
Date:               Saturday, June 28, 2008
Time:              8 a.m.   
Place:             King’s Grocery
                                                Intersection of Bloomfield Avenue and Passaic Avenue
                                                West Caldwell, NJ                 
 
“Bugfest!” will be presented for the first time at the Essex County Environmental Center. Discover and uncover all there is to know about bugs with hands-on activities and demonstrations! Watch as Beekeeper members put on a bee beard and bee bikini, look for insects in the Passaic River, learn all about good garden bugs and much more!  Also, join us in honoring our Trail Keeper of the Year and accompany the winner for an informative “bug walk” through the park. Cost is $5 per child, $7 per adult and $9 per family. Bugfest will be held as follows:
 
Date:               Saturday, June 28, 2008
Time:              10:30 a.m.   
Place:             Essex County Environmental Center
                                                621B Eagle Rock Avenue
                                                Roseland, NJ             
 
Registration is required for all programs at the Essex County Environmental Center, unless otherwise noted. For more information or to register, please call 973-228-8776.
 
The Essex County Park System was created in 1895 and is the first county park system established in the United States. The Park System consists of more than 6,000 acres and has 18 parks, five reservations, an environmental center, a zoo, ice skating rink, roller skating rink, three public golf courses, golf driving range, three off-leash dog facilities and a castle.
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